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Overview:  Article is a basic overview of the proposed project of the region Panzos.  It includes the proposed components of the project (energy production and sugar refinement), their possible effects on poverty in the region as well as the public opinion of the project.  In developing the project, researchers conducted a survey of the region.  The survey results provide insight into important demographic characteristics of the municipality of Panzos. 

Major issues addressed in the article within the region:

· Employment/Economy
· 57% of the population is economically active (men 29%, women 28%)

· Annual growth of municipality is 3.6%

· Agricultural production

· Much of the agricultural production comes from small, family farms that produce mainly for family consumption where surplus goods are sold in the market.

· Most people have a negative opinion about the current state of the agricultural industry and are open to industrialization and commercial agriculture.

· Tourism

· Region is rich in tourist attractions specifically ecotourism.

· Poor hotel industry with little growth

· Basic Services

· 89% have access to water

· 34% of population has access to electricity

· Transportation- some roads insecure due to robberies and presence of bandits.  Poor road conditions in the winter.  Extensive bus transport system.
· Police- lack of personnel and resources to adequately combat crime and delinquency.

· Education

· Illiteracy in the region is at 75% (population between 15-64 years old)
· 77% have access to primary education

· Healthcare

· 74% have access to health services

· Health is below normal standards due to poor infrastructure of health services 

· No hospital in region

· Much of population especially women and children suffer from foreseeable and preventable illnesses 

· Poverty

· Poverty is at 58%

Other topics:

· Socially divided population

·  A fundamental element of the project is to promote social, cultural, economical, and lingual homogeny.

· Attitude of population towards project

· Unanimously positive

· Fears about project pertained to pollution, environmental damage, influx of workers from other regions, ignorance and disregard for laws and regulations, failure and withdrawl of project. 
Article provides index of extensive socio-economic indicators in the back section of the paper.
