The Millennium Development Goals

Executive Summary

I.  Origin of the Millennium Development Goals

In May 1996, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) produced a report called Shaping the 21st Century: The Contribution of Development Co-operation.
  This report laid out six distinct goals for further development, which OECD intended to propose to the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the regional development banks and the United Nations (UN) by the year 2000.

· This report contained the following goals:
1. A reduction of one-half in the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015

2. Universal primary education in all countries by 2015

3. Demonstrated progress toward gender equality and the empowerment of women by eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005

4. A reduction by two-thirds in the mortality rates for infants and children under age 5 and a reduction by three-quarters in maternal mortality, all by 2015

5. Access through the primary health-care system to reproductive health services for all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than 2015

6. The current implementation of national strategies for sustainable development in all countries by 2005, so as to ensure that current trends in the loss of environmental resources are effectively reversed at both global and national levels by 2015

· These goals, with a slight modification are now known as the International Goals.
II.  Introduction of Millennium Development Goals to the UN

The channel used by the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, to introduce the 1996 OECD goals’ language for UN adoption was the World Social Summit for Development +5 (WSSD+5) in 2000.  In fact, however, his efforts failed, as agreement on these goals was not reached.  Therefore, a second document was proposed and adopted by the General Assembly in New York in September 2000.  This document is known as: The United Nations Millennium Declaration.
  

· As it is customary, prior to the WSSD+5 informals and pre-conferences were held.  During the precoms, consensus begun to develop towards the definition and inclusion in the WSSD+5’s document of  “ten commitments for further social development.”

· At the April 3rd-14th WSSD+5 PreCom the 1996 goals were discussed.

· No consensus was reached on the language, inclusion, or adoption of all the 1996 goals.

· On Monday, June 26, 2000 WSSD+5 opened in Geneva.
· During the conferences discussion on the 10 commitments continued, but there was still no consensus achieved regarding the adoption of the 1996 goal’s language, much less there was consensus on their inclusion or adoption. 

· Early in the week a UN/OECD/World Bank/IMF report was released called A Better World for All.

· This report essentially adopted the same goals as the OECD 1996 Shaping the 21st Century report.  In this document, however, the 1996 goal 4 was split into two, thus the number of goals increased to 7.  The goals were now defined as the following:

1. Reduce the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by half between 1990 and 2015

2. Enroll all children in primary education by 2015

3. Make progress towards gender equality and empower women by eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2015

4. Reduce infant mortality rates by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015

5. Reduce maternal mortality ratios by three-quarters between 1990 and 2015

6. Provide access for all who need reproductive health services by 2015

7. Implement national strategies for sustainable development by 2005 so as to reverse the loss of environmental resources by 2015

· These goals are commonly known as the International Goals.

· This report was extremely controversial:

· Both NGOs and delegates from UN countries rejected the report, calling it a “farce” and claiming it “made false claims about WSSD commitments and contravenes the UN character,” as the UN Secretary-General signed this report, without a mandate from UN member countries.

· WSSD+5 continued from June 26-30.  On July 1st the UN adopted a document: Further Initiatives for Social Development.
 This document did not include the International Goals.  The WSSD+5 document contains the following 10 commitments for further social development:

1. To create an economic, political, social, cultural and legal environment that will enable people to achieve social development.

2. To eradicate poverty in the world, through decisive national actions and international cooperation, as an ethical, social, political and economic imperative of humankind.

3. To promote the goal of full employment as a basic priority of economic and social policies, and to enable all men and women to attain secure and sustainable livelihoods through freely chosen productive employment and work.

4. To promote social integration by fostering societies that are stable,      safe and just and that are based on the promotion and protection of all human rights, as well as non-discrimination, tolerance, respects for diversity, equality of opportunity, solidarity, security and participation of all people, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. 

5. To promote full respect for human dignity and to achieve equality and equity between woman and men, and to recognize and enhance the participation and leadership roles of women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life in development.

6. To promote and attain the goals of universal and equitable access to quality education, the highest attainable standard of physical and mental heal, and the access of all to primary health care, making particular efforts to rectify inequalities relating social conditions, without distinction as to race, national origin, gender, age or disability, respecting and promoting our common and particular cultures, striving to strengthen the role of cultural in development, and contributing to the full development of human resources and to social development, with the purpose of eradicating poverty, promoting full and productive employment and fostering social integration.

7. To accelerate the economic, social and human resource development of Africa and the least developed countries.

8. To ensure that when structural adjustment programmes are agreed to they include social development goals, in particular eradicating poverty, promoting full and productive employment and enhancing social integration.

9. To increase significantly and/or utilize more efficiently the resources allocated to social development in order to achieve the goals of the Summit through national action and regional and international cooperation.

10. To promote and improved and strengthened framework for international, regional and subregional cooperation for social development, in a spirit of partnership, through the United Nations and other multilateral institutions. 

· However, the UN Secretary-General still needed the approval of the International Goals.  This was achieved when The United Nations Millennium Declaration was adopted by the General Assembly on September 8, 2000 in New York.

· The commonly known Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were extracted from The Millennium Declaration and are the following:
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education
3. Promote gender equality and empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability: land and air
8. Develop a global partnership for development: development assistance and market
· The MDGs essentially include all of the International Goals except the goal for which no consensus was reached: “Provide access for all who need reproductive health services” (goal 6.)  It also include two new goals (goal 6 and goal 8.)
· In addition, the MDGs also include several targets under each goal.
· The Millennium Declaration also approved many other key objectives under “Human rights, democracy and good governance,” “Protecting the vulnerable,” “Meeting the specials needs of Africa”, and “Strengthening the United Nations.”  All these objectives are ignored in the MDGs.

· The recognition of the family’s fundamental role in social and economic development, which was present in the WSSD+5 10 commitments, is ignored in The Millennium Declaration.  However, to some extent, family needs are addressed.

· Representatives from the UN, IMF, OECD and World Bank consulted and produced a report, which was presented to the General Assembly, where 48 indicators to measure MDG progress were defined.  This report is called Road Map Towards the Implantation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration (A/56/326),  (For further detail see the attached Table 1, Column 1).

· In a Resolution entitled Follow-up to the Outcome of the Millennium Summit (A/RES/56/95), the General Assembly “Recommends that the “road map” be considered as a useful guide in the implementation of the Millennium Declaration by the United Nations system, and invites Member States, as well as the Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and other interested parties to consider the “road map” when formulating plans for implementing goals related to the Declaration.”

· It is important to note that the consensus language on the indicators stands as a recommendation of the General Assembly to consider them “as a useful guide for implementation.”  They are not a definitive list.
III.
Present Status and Summary 

· The United Nations Millennium Declaration excluded the International Goal 6: “Provide access for all who need reproductive health services” because there was no consensus on this goal.  Today there is still no consensus.  

· Among the indicators chosen to monitor the progress of the MDGs several additional indicators should be included to preserve the spirit of The Millennium Declaration and WSSD+5.  If MDGs are “to create an environment – at the national and global levels alike – which is conducive to development and to the elimination of poverty”
 other additional indicators must be taken into consideration (Table 1, Column 3).

· The General Assembly resolution, Follow-up to the Outcome of the Millennium Summit (A/RES/57/144, 26 February 2003) defined the framework within which the MDGs are to be considered:  “Also decides that the review process of the implementation of the development goals contained in the Millennium Declaration will be considered within the framework of the integrated and coordinated follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic and social fields, while taking into account the need to attach more importance, coherence and visibility.”  (A/RES/57/144, n.7.)   Also of relevance as a framework of analysis are two Resolutions of the General Assembly entitled Integrated and Coordinated Implementation of and Follow-Up to the Outcomes of the Major United Nations Conferences and Summits in the Economic and Social Fields  (A/RES/57/270A and A/RES/57/270B.)
· A 2004 Resolution (A/RES/58/291) adopted by the General Assembly called for “a comprehensive review of the progress made in the fulfilment of all the commitments contained in the United Nation Millennium Declaration including the internationally agreed development goals and the global partnership required for their achievement, and of the progress made in the integrated and coordinated implementation, at the national, regional and international levels, of the outcomes and commitments of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields, on the basis of a comprehensive report to be submitted by the Secretary-General” and also asked the Secretary-General to submit “a report on suggested modalities, format and organization of this major event…”

· This report was submitted by the Secretary-General (A/59/545) and adopted by the General Assembly (Resolution A/RES/59/291).   The resolution proposed a High-Level Plenary Meeting at the commencement of its sixteenth session, from September 14-16, 2005 in New York.  The heads of State and Government will participate in the summit (commonly referred to as Millennium Summit +5).  The purpose of the meeting is to evaluate the implementation of the Millennium Declaration and also serve as “a unique opportunity to inject new energy into the pursuit of the vision embodied in the Millennium Declaration.”

· The following events are included:

· Six meetings of the General Assembly will be held from September 14-16, 2005.  Two meetings a day.

· A separate meeting on Financing for Development, which will be held on September 14th, 2005.

· Four interactive round-table sessions, closed to NGOs, will be held (one on September 14th, two on September 15th, and one on September 16th.)

· An informal interactive hearing, which the President of the General Assembly will preside over, will be held on the 23rd and 24th of June, 2005.

IV.
Issues to Address

· Definitions/Approval of Indicators.  

· Intent to include either as a new goal or as a target International Goal n.6.

· Respect for the Sovereignty of Countries when comes to the implementation of the Millennium Goals.
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