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There is presently a large emphasis being placed on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as plans to implement these goals continue to be formulated and carried out.  It appears that many have accepted the MDGs and now seek to attain these goals as a means of achieving further economic and social development in the new millennium. However, it was only after a controversial process, backed by the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, that the MDGs were eventually formulated and adopted by consensus of the General Assembly with some hesitation.  Because the MDGs address the real needs of developing countries, they have the potential to serve as a key tool for the achievement of further economic and social development in the twenty-first century.  The accomplishment of this real economic and social development will be determined by whether or not there is a serious effort to strengthen the institutions that are essential for economic and social growth and a strong commitment to meet the real needs of developing countries.

Although eventually extracted from a United Nation (UN) resolution, the MDGs actually originated from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  The OECD produced a report in May 1996 entitled, Shaping the 21st Century: the Contribution of Development Co-operation.
  This report laid out six distinct goals for development which OECD intended to propose to the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the regional development banks and the UN.
  In the year 2000, Mr. Annan, introduced the language of these 1996 OECD goals for UN adoption at the World Social Summit for Development +5 (WSSD+5).  The summit opened in Geneva on 26 June 2000.  The goals were discussed, but the Secretary-General’s effort failed as there was no consensus achieved regarding the adoption of the 1996 goal’s language, much less on their inclusion or adoption.  

As the negotiations began a UN/OECD/Word Bank/IMF report was released called A Better World for All.
  This report essentially adopted the same goals as the OECD 1996 Shaping the 21st Century report.
  The primary difference being that the 1996 goals were rearranged, increasing the number of goals to seven.  These goals are commonly known as the International Goals.  This report was extremely controversial and was met with heavy criticism as both NGOs and delegates from UN member countries rejected the report, calling it a “farce.”  They claimed it “made false claims about WSSD commitments and contravenes the UN character,” 
 as the UN Secretary-General signed this report, without a mandate from the UN member countries.  WSSD+5 continued for five days and at its close the UN adopted a document: Further Initiatives for Social Development. 
 This document did not contain the International Goals since no consensus had been reached on them, but did include ten distinct commitments agreed on for further economic and social development instead.  

UN Secretary-General was still in need of the approval of the International Goals, which he achieved in September 2000 with the adoption of The United Nations Millennium Declaration.
  The commonly known MDGs were extracted from the Declaration, but essentially include all but one of the International Goals, all of which had previously been rejected by UN member countries.
   Because there was no consensus reached on the international goal: “Provide access for all who need reproductive health services by 2015”, it was excluded from the MDGs.  At the core of the disagreement, the usual issues were present: “reproductive health services” may imply the inclusion of abortion, which is outlawed by constitution in numerous countries, the impact such services would have on the youth, the rights of parents to the education of their children and the confliction of these services with domestic law, ethics, and cultural values.  In addition countries also opposed the goal simply because providing reproductive health services is not a priority development need of their people.  As HIV/AIDS is not one of the six leading causes of death, other development needs are clearly more urgent for people in developing countries.
  The Millennium Declaration also approved many other key objectives for development such as “Human rights, democracy and good governance”, “Protecting the vulnerable”, “Meeting the special needs of Africa”, and “Strengthening the United Nations”, all of which are ignored in the MDGs.


After the MDGs, with a certain degree of manipulation, had eventually been formulated, forty-eight indicators to measure MDG progress where laid out by representatives of the UN, OECD, IMF and World Bank in the document Road Map towards the Implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration
, which was presented to the General Assembly.  The consensus language on these indicators stands as only a recommendation of the General Assembly who invites “…interested parties to consider the “road map” when formulating plans for implementing goals related to the Declaration.”
 These indicators are not a definitive list and as they presently stand are unable to monitor certain economic aspects.  Several additional indicators must be included in order to incorporate and monitor essential issues such as: the aging population problem, adolescent sexual health, strengthening the rule of law and other institutions, and democratization. 


A summit, commonly referred to as the Millennium Summit +5, is scheduled to be held in New York on 14-16 December 2005.  The General Assembly called for this summit to be “a comprehensive review of the progress made in the fulfillment of all the commitments contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration including the internationally agreed development goals…”
  The summit will also serve as “a unique opportunity to inject new energy into the pursuit of the vision embodied in the Millennium Declaration.”
  To preserve the spirit of The Millennium Declaration several indicators, in addition to those previously chosen to monitor the progress of the MDGs, must be incorporated.  The Millennium Summit +5 has the potential to make a real impact on economic and social development, but this will require a serious effort to address the strengthening of institutions that are key for real economic and social growth.  In addition it will also require a strong commitment from the international community to address the real needs of the developing countries. 

� OOECD, Shaping the 21st Century: The Contribution of Development Co-operation, (Paris, 1996).  Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/23/35/2508761.pdf" ��http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/23/35/2508761.pdf�, (11 May 2005). 


� 1. A reduction of one-half in the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015.  2. Universal primary education in all countries by 2015.  3. Demonstrated progress toward gender equality and the empowerment of women by eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2015.    


4. A reduction by two-thirds in the mortality rates for infants and children under age 5 and a reduction by three-quarters in maternal mortality, all by 2015.  5. Access through the primary health-care system to reproductive health services for all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than 2015.  6. The current implementation of national strategies for sustainable development in all countries by 2005, so as to ensure that current trends in the loss of environmental resources are effectively reversed at both global and national levels by 2015. 


� International Monetary Fund, OECD, United Nations and World Bank Group.  A Better World for All. (June 2000).  Available at http://www.paris21.org/betterworld. (11 May 2005).


� 1. Reduce the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by half between 1990 and 2015.  2. Enroll all children in primary education by 2015.  3. Make progress towards gender equality and empower woman by eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2015.  4. Reduce infant mortality rates by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015.  5. Reduce maternal mortality rates by three quarters between 1990 and 2015.  6. Provide access for all who need reproductive health services by 2015.  7. Implement national strategies for sustainable development by 2005 so as to reverse the loss of environment resources by 2015.  


� International Institute for Sustainable Development, “Earth Negotiations Bulletin,” Earth Negotiations Bulletin, no. 59 (27 June 2000), 2.


� Further Initiatives for Social Development (Geneva 2000). (A/RES/S-24/2)


� United Nations Millennium Declaration. (2000), 3. (A/55/L2)


� 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.  2. Achieve universal primary education.  3. Promote gender equality and empower women.  4. Reduce child mortality.  5. Improve maternal health.  6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.  7. Ensure environmental sustainability: land and air.  8. Develop a global partnership for development: development assistance and market. 


� The six leading causes of death are: 1. Heart and cardiovascular disease.  2. Malignant neoplasm (cancer).  3. Injuries.  4. Respiratory disease.  5. Perinatal conditions.  6. Respiratory infections.  (WHO, World Health Report, 2003.)


� United Nations Millennium Declaration. (2000), 3. (A/55/L2)


� Road Map towards the Implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration, (6 September 2001). (A/56/326)


� Follow-up to the Outcome of the Millennium Summit, n.3.  (A/RES/56/95)


� Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit and integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic and social fields.  (17 May 2004).


� Modalities, Format and Organization of the High-level Plenary Meeting of Sixtieth Session of the General Assembly.  (November 1, 2004).  





